


Many waterways have been in legal limbo for more than a decade because of uncertainty
surrounding what the rules cover and the rulemaking process has already been protracted.

Whether or not EPA sends the SAB its proposed rule, the rulemaking process should move
forward. There is no legal or practical reason the SAB review and the public comment period
cannot move forward in tandem. The rulemaking on this issue has already been delayed for
years. Delaying it further by waiting for the SAB review will not improve the scientific input --
which will be available before the rule is final, regardless -- but it will further slow decision-
making.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.
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